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DIRECTOR, FBI (109-430)

DATE:
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SAC, MIAMI (2] CLASSIFND Al h
a&C’ MIA‘H'K (2-165) EXTE?&D’EL S?JTgmz up
SUBJECT REASG%S A #’4’.3..*---:
CARLOS me SOCARRAS; ET AL £ ~\sulet
- [remly ogba; ma; W SIFICAION - - - - MU Lenee
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/ j“f~ Re Eureau letter 3/23/59 to Leﬁat Hﬂvaz:;//,/// / {
-
L/ on April 6, 1959, JOSEPH K. MEROLA, 2018 North

Bay Road, Miami Beach & 3ewe1 thief who is presently undex
indictment for cransge*ting in ingerstate commerce guns
stolen from the Canton, Ohio Naticnal Guard Armoxry,
‘October 14, 1958, coafideatially advised that he had
returned:- &everal dayw previously from a business trip to
Cuba,. where. ‘he ‘had ‘been .in contact directly with CARLOS
PRIO SOCARRAS several times. during 2 nine or ten day period,
t&rminatiag.épfig &, 1959. 'MEROLA stated that he personally
visited PRIO at Pﬁza“s estate,.“La -Chata' and that he saw no
‘evidence whatsoever indicating. that PRIO is under guard or
*surveillance of. the CASTRO. gevarnment. He gaid that PRIO
appears to ‘have camplete freedom; and that neither he nor hjis \Q
men axe restricted din their movﬁments. MEROLA has reaeuﬁXy o
/s
whefe ic is susceptibie -~

“ f

volunteered: information to the ‘Miami 0ffice velating &o
‘Cuban -and. other Latin matters.
£ound to be substentially: carre
of bezng crosseéd enecke&.

His information has been

0n &prxl ? 1959
Just returned to. mi@al
Mareh 25, 1959. - &
Air ‘Force . and cl@aely ausaciaﬁed with ?EERQ Lﬁlﬁ ﬁl&ﬁ E
, Z 5 Ahidef 'of the Cuban -Alr Force. Mﬁ9635»s -stated thatc
-FRANKCPIORINT (whose ‘real nasie ‘is FRANK ANTHONY' STURGIS) [
disclosed €o him that: ‘PRIO is -undex. house arxest and that®
about. one month ago PRIO: had been: prev&nted from d@?aﬁgxmg ,
‘Cuba. MM-635-8 said that PRANK FPIORINI is now a captain in
the Cuban Air Force and is very clogely assoclateﬁ;gifh PEDRO

MM=635+8 advised that he had BN )
from Cuba- whex@ h@ had bean ﬁlnce = AN T
;e

DIAZ and other ortzcials of the Cuban . government.
;jf
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